
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
Dear Members,  

Everyone is looking forward to warmer weather and fun times. The BAGC 2014 Executive Committee has 
planned a memorable Banga Sanskriti Dibas (BSD) celebration on Saturday, May 17, 2014 at 
Streamwood High School. In addition to a BAGC production directed by Alak Bhattacharyya, we have 
lined up two eminent guest artists from Kolkata to entertain you with stellar performances – stage and 
film actor, Debsankar Halder, and singer, Sounak Chattopadhyay. There will be a mouth-watering menu 
of non-vegetarian and vegetarian dishes and snacks. Please make the event a grand success with your 
presence.  

We kicked off the year with a well-attended Saraswati Puja which featured the talents of our youth. As 
always, Debanshu Bhattacharya conducted the puja beautifully. Our team was successful in adhering to 
time. I regret to say we fell short of our goals with the food menu; but rest assured, we are on top of it 
and you will see a noticeable difference in the coming programs.  

This year, the Executive Committee is responsible not only for organizing BAGC’s six traditional events, 
but also for operating Banga Bhavan. Thus far, we have made good progress in achieving our goal to 
increase member participation and utilization of Banga Bhavan. During these last four months, the 2014 
Executive Committee has successfully organized with your patronage and encouragement 10 mini-
events at Banga Bhavan – namely, “Welcome 2014 Party”, “Poush Parban Celebration”, “Sri Panchami 
Puja”, “Childrens’ Sit and Draw Contest”, “Shiva Puja and Mahamrityunjaya Japa”, “Thakur Sri 
Ramakrishna’s Birth Anniversary”, “Dol Utsav”, “Basanti Puja”, and the “Trilogy Music Concert”. In 
addition, we have organized weekly arati, regular movie nights, informal adda sessions, and rehearsals. 
Bangla School continues strong and we have arranged for vocal music lessons as well for children. We 
notice a steady increase in involvement from the community in these events, as our association 
transforms from an event-based organization into a congregational community that meets throughout 
the year.  

At this point, I would like to briefly touch upon our financial picture. BAGC incurred an operational loss 
last year and fell short of meeting some outstanding liabilities. Of these, an undisputed amount of 
$10,000 due to the catering vendor, Cuisine of India, has been lying unpaid for nearly 180 days. On the 
advice of the Board of Trustees, the 2013 BAGC President requested the Special Funds Committee to 
release money to settle the outstanding liabilities. The Special Funds Committee reviewed the request 
and has unanimously voted to disburse $10,000 from the Special Funds to pay off the outstanding dues 
to Cuisine of India.  

At an afternoon session on BSD, the 2013 Executive Committee will be presenting the 2013 financial 
statements to you and answering your questions.  

As far as 2014 is concerned, a review of our current position indicates that we are on target to meet our 
financial goals for the year. At the next BOT meeting scheduled in May 2014, we shall be presenting to 
the Board of Trustees the first quarter’s financial statements. In addition, we are working on introducing 
a packaged accounting system that will facilitate budgeting and timely and accurate financial reporting 
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.  



We shall continue to keep our focus on staying within budget. As the GFP rates enjoyed by the majority 
of the membership are steeply discounted, our Fund Raising Team is working very hard to encourage 
sponsorships and increase non-member attendance to offset the subsidy. Additionally, Durga Puja 
expenses are rising every year and we have to set aside some money to meet contingencies that can 
impact our budget adversely. All these factors call for conservative cash-flow management and 
elimination of unwarranted extravagance.  

At the same time, we don’t wish to diminish in any manner the delivery quality and standards that you 
expect from us. We are doing everything we can to bring you great programs and provide good 
hospitality while managing BAGC’s finances with utmost responsibility.  

We look forward to seeing you at Banga Sanskriti Dibas.  

Warm regards,  

Debasish Gooptu  
BAGC President 2014 


